INTRODUCTION
The family Metridinidae G. O. Sars, 1902 comprises three genera: Gaussia Wolfenden, 1905 , Metridia Boeck, 1864 , and Pleuromamma Giesbrecht, 1898 In studying metridinid specimens for a comparison of female genitalia (Cuoc et al., in press), we found Gaussia specimens belonging to a new species, Gaussia intermedia n. sp., which is described in this paper. Recently redefined by Bjornberg & Campaner (1990) , Gaussia is a mesopelagial genus comprising three species from the Pacific, Atlantic, and Indian Oceans:
Gaussia asymmetrica Björnberg & Campaner, 1988 , Gaussia princeps (T. Scott, 1894 , and Gaussia sewelli Saraswathy, 1973 (cf. Razouls, 1995 . Most metridinids are known to be able to produce bioluminescence (Herring, 1988 Some specimens of G. princeps (T. Scott, 1894) were also examined, for comparative purposes.
Description.
-The following description is based on the material designated respectively as holotype and allotype. proximal half of urosome with paired, crescent-shaped gonopores; distal half with two ventrolateral, brown, rounded masses corresponding to spermatophores. The complete structure of the female genitalia will be detailed in a separate paper (Cuoc et al., in press ). Second urosomite short, widening posteriorly. Anal somite ( fig. 1 A, E) three times broader than long at its greatest width, bearing a lateral line of long hairs, and an oblique posterior extension on each side.
Furcal rami dorso-ventrally flattened and more or less rectangular in dorsal view.
Both rami with six setae, exterior seta inserted close to lateral expansion of anal somite, the innermost thin, and shorter that the others. Five main furcal setae plumose, hairs also present on each side of the ramus, near the basal insertion. Pores of putative luminous glands present on anal segment, particularly at the end of the postero-lateral expansions and on the furcal rami ( fig. lA, E) , occurring in the same pattern as described for G. asymmetrica (cf. Bjämberg & Campaner,
